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pounds single wheel (SW) 137,000 pounds
dual wheel (DW), and 206,000 (DT). The
fourth runway, Runway 17-35, the crosswind
mnway is 5,710 feet long by 150 feet wide.
Runway 17-35 has a wheel loading capacity
of 95,000 pounds (SW) and 171,000 (DW).
According to Yuma MCAS statistics, total
operations for 1999 were 91,451 with
approximately 20 percent of these being
general aviation operations. Additionally,
ADOT records lists a total of 105 based
general aviation aircraft for Yuma
International Airport. As previously
discussed, civilian operations at Yuma
International Airport are managed by the
YCAA.

Somerton Airport is located approximately
5.5 miles northeast of Rolle Field. This
airport is served by two (2) dirt runways, one
measuring 3,500 feet (length) by 200 feet
(width), and the other, 1,800 feet (length) by
150 feet (width). Available public records
indicate 16 based aircraft as of September
1999. As noted, this is a private-use facility
which is unavailable to the public without prior
permISSIon.

Checkerboard Airport is approximately 3.5
miles northeast of Rolle Airfield. It's single,
sand surface mnway is 2,600 feet long by 60
feet wide. Public records dated September
1999 show one (1) based aircraft for this
facility. Like SomertonAirport, Checkerboard
Airport is available only by prior permission.
Laguna AAF is approximately 26 miles
northeast of Rolle Airfield. Owned and
operated by the U.S. Army (Yuma Proving
Grounds), this airfield is used for both training
and testing, and is served by two (2) asphalt
runways. These runways measure 6,000 feet
(length) by 150 feet (width) and 6,118 feet
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(length) by 150 feet (width). Public-use of the
airfield is limited to extreme emergencies only.

The regional relationship ofRolle Airfield with
the above airports is illustrated on Exhibit IE.

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

At an airport, landside facilities are those
facilities that accommodate pilots, passengers
and aircraft. Landside facilities at Rolle
Airfield are, for the most part, nonexistent.
Aircraft storage (hangars), aircraft parking
apron/tiedowns, aircraft service and
maintenance (FBOs), aircraft fueling/fuel
storage, or utilities such as electricity, water,
gas, sewer, solid waste disposal or regular
telephone service are currently unavailable at
the Airfield. Other facilities or services,
though minimal or poorly defined, such as
airport security, security fencing, auto parking,
and the Airfield's emergency response ability,
could be considered as existing at the Airfield.
The landside facilities which are available at
Rolle Airfield are depicted, if applicable, on
Exhibit I C, and are further described below.

Airport Security: A daily condition
assessment and security inspection is
performed by YCAA staff Any deficiencies
noted from the inspections are assessed by the
Airport Director at Yuma International Airport
in order to determine any corrective or
necessary action required.

SecuritylPerimeter Fencing: A four-strand,
barbed wire fence encloses the operations
(landing) area of the Airfield. Approximately
centered about Runway 17-35, the fencing
extends ±800 feet either side of the mnway
centerline as well as between 1,230 to 1,240
feet beyond each runway end. Total area



enclosed by this fencing is approximately 192
acres or 30 percent of the Airfield's total
property (640 acres). Standard FAA warning
signs alert visitors to the prohibition of
trespassing.

•

•

•

Water: Municipal Water Company

Sewer: Municipal Sewer System

Telephone: Qwest Communications

Auto Parking: As such, there is no designated
auto parking area at Rolle Airfield. Vehicles
visiting the Airfield may park wherever is most
convenient to the purpose of their visit. The
gated access, provided in the security fencing
northeast of the end of Runway 17, remains
locked when unattended by YCAA staff, as
ground access to the Airfield is restricted
without prior approval of the YCAA.

Airport Emergency Response Capability:
A solar and battery powered, emergency
phone is located within the Airfield's
segmented circle. The preprogrammed phone
connects directly to an emergency 911 center
only, and no other number can be dialed.
Operating instructions are simple: open the
cover, pickup the handset, push the red button,
and an emergency operator should answer.
First response is the responsibility of the San
Luis Fire Department, the nearest fire fighting
entity, located approximately six (6) miles
away. They are, however, not currently
equipped or trained to handle an aviation
related emergency.

In addition, for emergencies, the MCAS in
Yuma monitors frequency 121.5 l\1HZ 24­
hours a day.

Airport Utilities: As noted, basic utilities such
as electricity, natural gas or propane, water,
sewer, and phone service do not currently exist
at the Airfield. The utility providers to the San
Luis and Rolle Airfield area are listed below.

• Electricity: Arizona Public Service
(APS)
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• Propane: Petrolane

• Natural gas: Southwest Gas
Corporation

SOCIOECONOMIC PROFILE

In the development of an airport master plan,
several socioeconomic variables must be
factored in. Various measures of current and
historical data relating to a region's
population, employment, and additional
economic indicators have been collected for
use in various elements of this master plan.
This information is essential in analyzing and
determining the airport's future facility
requirements, as well as for forecasting future
aviation activity. Aviation forecasting is
directly related to an area's population base,
its economic strength, the ability to sustain a
strong economic base over an extended time
period, and the region's long range
development plans. Information pertaining to
the cities of San Luis and Somerton, along
with Yuma County and the State of Arizona
are presented in the following sections.

Population

The size and structure of the local
communities, and the airport's service area are
crucial factors when considering the planning
of future airport facilities. These elements
provide a more comprehensive understanding
of the economic base required to determine
future airport requirements.



Historical population statistics for San Luis,
Somerton, Yuma County, and the state of
Arizona are presented for comparison in Table
Ie. While the city of Somerton and Yuma

County closely reflect the average annual
growth rate for the state as a whole, San Luis'
10.15 percent rate of growth since 1980 is
more than three times that ofSomerton, Yuma
County or the state for the same time period.

Table Ie
Historical Population

Avg. Annual
1980 1990 1998 Growth Rate

(1980-1998)

San Luis 1,946 4,212 11,090 10.15%

Somerton 3,969 5,282 6,625 2.89%

Yuma County 76,205 106,895 135,200 3.24%

Arizona 2,716,546 3,665,228 4,764,025 3.17%

Sources: Arizona Department of Economic Security, U.S. Census Bureau, and the Arizona Department of
Commerce Internet Web Site, October 1999.

Furthermore, as previously discussed, San
Luis' sister city San Luis Rio Colorado,
Mexico sits just across the border, and is
reported to be the fastest growing city in
Mexico, with a 1998 estimated population of
more than 200,000.

Employment

Table ID summarizes historical Yuma County
employment by sector for the period 1985 to

1-15

1997. As shown in the table, all employment
sectors, with the exception of mining and
quarrying, have experienced strong growth
since 1985. As discussed earlier, Yuma is
predominately an agricultural region, with
employment in this sector more than doubling
between 1985 and 1997. The services sector
and transportation and public utilities sectors
have also doubled during this period, while
retail/wholesale trade has seen an overall
growth of 50 percent, and government 36
percent growth.




